
   

MEDIA RELEASE 

APRIL 17 IS WORLD HEMOPHILIA DAY 
BE INSPIRED, GET INVOLVED! 

MONTREAL  – Apri l  15, 2011 – Over the next few days,  the Canadian 
Hemophil ia Society (CHS), its provincia l chapters along with the World 
Federat ion of  Hemophil ia (WFH) and i ts 117 other nat ional organizat ions wil l  
mark World Hemophil ia Day in Canada and around the wor ld.  

What is World Hemophil ia Day? It  is  a day to get out and let the populat ion 
know about inheri ted bleeding disorders such as hemophil ia and von 
Willebrand disease (the most common bleeding disorder in Canada and in 
the world);  to talk about the symptoms of  bleeding disorders so that 
undiagnosed people may take the f irst  steps to access the care that wi l l  
forever change their l ives; to h ighl ight the great work that is being 
accomplished by hundreds of  volunteers; and to honour those who work so 
di l igent ly to improve the qual i ty of  l i fe of  al l people with inherited bleeding 
disorders.  

I t  is also a day to share. To share stor ies of  l iv ing with or treat ing a b leeding 
disorder and to show commitment to achieving the WFH vision of  treatment 
for al l.  World Hemophil ia Day is therefore a day to th ink about those who are 
not as fortunate to have access to the care and treatment they need to l ive a 
long, healthy l i fe. I t  is a day to take act ion by support ing posit ive change for 
people with bleeding disorders and encouraging others to do the same… to 
inspire them. 

“Fif ty years ago,  people with hemophi lia  in Canada suffered signif icant pain,  
endured signif icant joint damage and of ten died before the age of  twenty,”  
said CHS President,  Craig Upshaw. “Today, chi ldren who receive treatment 
are growing up to lead full,  productive l ives due to the advances in treatment 
and comprehensive care.” 

One in 100 Canadians carry an inherited bleeding disorder gene, and more 
than 35,000 of  them have symptoms severe enough to require medical care.  
There are not yet  cures for inherited b leeding disorders but effect ive 
treatments are avai lable for those diagnosed. Lef t  undiagnosed and 
untreated, however, bleeding disorders are l ife-threatening.  

“When I was born with hemophil ia, treatment didn’t  exist.  My parents were 
told that i t  was doubtful that I  would l ive into adulthood,” said Mark Skinner, 
WFH president. “Today, someone born with hemophil ia can lead a relat ively 
normal l ife if  they have access to proper treatment. Access to treatment is 
perhaps the biggest chal lenge facing the major ity of  people with hemophil ia 
throughout the world. Only 25 per cent  of  those l iv ing with hemophi l ia are 
receiving adequate care. The WFH’s vis ion is that one day t reatment for all 
people with bleeding disorders wil l be avai lable.”  

Around Apri l 17, a great number of  awareness act iv it ies wi l l  take place in 
Canada. Events wil l  be held in schools and in publ ic p laces in every 
Canadian province.  



To mark World Hemophil ia Day, staff  f rom the CHS along with volunteers 
f rom its Quebec Chapter and staff  from the WFH, whose head off ices are al l  
located in Montreal,  wi l l unite forces once again. This year, on Apri l 18, they 
wil l join Héma-Québec and Montreal ’s Col lège de Maisonneuve in i ts annual 
blood drive to raise awareness about bleeding disorders and to personal ly 
thank the donors who wil l  so generously make the gif t  of  l i fe. 

World Hemophil ia Day is a day when the ent ire bleeding disorder community 
around the wor ld can inspire others by i ts courage, i ts tenacity and i ts 
commitment. 

ABOUT THE CANADI AN HEMOPHILIA SOCIETY (CHS) 
Founded in 1953, the Canadian Hemophil ia Society (CHS) is a nat ional 
voluntary health charity.  I t  is committed to improve the health and qual i ty of 
l i fe of  a ll  people wi th inheri ted b leeding disorders and ult imately to f ind a 
cure. I ts vision is a world f ree f rom the pain and suffer ing of  inheri ted 
bleeding disorders.  

ABOUT THE WORLD FEDERATION OF HEMOPHILIA (WFH) 
The WFH is an international not-for-prof it  organizat ion dedicated to 
improving the l ives of  people with hemophil ia and other inherited b leeding 
disorders. Establ ished in 1963, it  is a g lobal network of  pat ient organizat ions 
in 118 countr ies and has of f icial  recognit ion f rom the World Health 
Organizat ion.  

-30- 

FOR INFORM ATION  

CHANTAL RAYMOND  L IANE CERMINARA  
CHS WFH 
1-800-668-2686 1-514-394-2822 
1-514-848-0503, ext.  226 lcerminara@wfh.org 
craymond@hemophil ia.ca www.wfh.org 
www.hemophil ia.ca 


